


How to Tell a Story 
That Doesn’t Put Your 
Audience to Sleep





Why does storytelling 
matter? 



• There is power in the spoken world – the 
invisible becomes real because someone 
speaks it out loud

• Every movement starts with an 
impassioned plea

• You need people to move and coalesce en
masse in a direction 



How is storytelling for 
good different? 





Establish 
your hero 
as likable 
yet flawed 

ACT I ACT II ACT III

Roadblocks, 
hardships, 
unexpected 
turns, and 
twists. 
Protaganist
has to 
overcome 
obstacles.

Hero is 
changed and 
transformed 
by how tough 
the middle 
was.



A group of alien 
botanists visit 
earth. After a 
hasty takeoff, 
one of them is 
left behind and 
he wants to get 
back home.

RELATABLE AND 
LIKEABLE HERO

ENCOUNTERS 
ROADBLOCKS

EMERGES 
TRANSFORMED

E.T. and Elliott 
build a 
communication 
device and 
escape on a 
bicycle. E.T. is 
rescued and tells 
Elliott he’ll be in  
his heart.

Ten-year old 
Elliott forms 
an emotional 
bond with 
E.T., a task 
force tries to 
hunted down 
E.T., and he 
and Elliott get 
sick.



Exposition RecapitulationDevelopment

SONATA FORM



Establish 
your hero 
as likable 
yet flawed 

ACT I ACT II ACT III

Roadblocks, 
hardships, 
unexpected 
turns, and 
twists. 
Protaganist
has to 
overcome 
obstacles.

Hero is 
changed and 
transformed 
by how tough 
the middle 
was.

Mentor appears





Establish 
your hero 
as likable 
yet flawed 

ACT I ACT II ACT III

Roadblocks, 
hardships, 
unexpected 
turns, and 
twists. 
Protaganist
has to 
overcome 
obstacles.

Hero is 
changed and 
transformed 
by how tough 
the middle 
was.

Donor appears



What’s your process, 
Shanon? 



(Post-interview)









What does good 
storytelling look like? 



What must you do to 
connect and engage 
with your audience? 



Find a great first line.

Can a chicken nugget 
save the world?



Use pauses for impact.

Instead of putting in 
6  chicken nuggets ---

I would put in --- 7.



Use props.

Let me read you a 
letter I saw in the 

local newspaper…



Pose questions.
Are there people who 

changed the course of your 
life? Do you think there’s 

people out there who’s lives 
you’ve changed?



Acknowledge the 
audience.

I know there are 
because you’re 

Toastmasters.



Call to action.

You have the power to 
change someone’s world. 

What will you do with 
that power?



• Use your space 

• Make eye contact

• Deliver your story authentically  

• Use humor 



How will I know if 
it’s good?



Mark Phillips, Bluefrog Fundraising



How do I introduce the 
donor into the story?





What if the speaker is 
a child? 



What if I’m speaking 
to an audience of one 
or two?



Tammy Zonker, Fundraising Transformed



How can 
I help? 



Say hi. 
Stay in touch.

shanon@shanondoolittle.com
@sldoolittle


